SERIES: KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD

#1: KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD

EPHESIANS 5:17

INTRODUCTION

THE BEST WAY TO STUDY A SUBJECT OFTEN
BEGINS WITH A DEFINITION OF THAT SUBJECT.

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY THE WILL OF GOD?

IT IS THAT HOLY AND STATED PURPOSE OF THE
FATHER TO MAKE HIS DEAR CHILDREN AS MUCH
LIKE CHRIST AS POSSIBLE.

WITHOUT DOUBT THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR
IN FINDING GOD’S WILL IS THE BIBLE ITSELF.

GOD SPEAKS TO US NOT IN SOME LOUD VOICE,
BUT THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES.

KNOWING GOD’S WILL IS THE KEY TO PRAYER,
SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND FRUITFULNESS IN OUR
INDIVIDUAL LIVES.

I. THE BIBLE CLEARLY TELLS US THAT GOD
HAS A DEFINITE WILL FOR OUR LIVES

[PSALM 37:23] “THE STEPS OF A GOOD MAN ARE
ORDERED BY THE LORD”

ONE OF THE MOST INSPIRING TRUTHS IN ALL THE
BIBLE IS THE FACT THAT GOD HAS A PLAN FOR
EVERY LIFE.




GOD HAS A PLAN FOR YOU - WHERE YOU WORK,
WHO YOU MARRY... GOD DOESN’T JUST CALL
PREACHERS...HIS DIVINE WILL APPLIES TO ALL
OF US...

WHAT IS YOUR CALLING? WE ALL MUST SEEK THE
FACE OF GOD AND FIND OUT HIS PLAN FOR OUR
LIVES

GOD KNOWS OUR STRENGTHS AND OUR
WEAKNESSES;

HE KNOWS OUR CAPABILITIES AND OUR
INABILITIES;

HE ALSO KNOWS OUR DESIRES AND OUR DEEPEST
FEARS.

NO ONE IS MORE QUALIFIED TO LEAD, GUIDE, AND
DIRECT OUR LIVES, THAN GOD, AND HE HAS A
DIVINE PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE, AND YOU CAN FIND
IT, IF YOU’RE WILLING TO SEEK GOD AND TO DO
WHATEVER HE SAYS TO DO.

OUR GOD HAS A DEEP, VESTED INTEREST IN US,
AND IT’S REASONABLE TO BELIEVE THAT HE
DOESN’T WANT US TO GO THRU LIFE FILLED WITH
CONFUSION AND UNCERTAINTY, BUT TO KNOW
WHERE WE ARE, WHY WE’RE THERE, AND WHERE
WE’RE HEADED AND TO KNOW HIS WILL!

[PSALM 32:8], “I WILL INSTRUCT THEE AND TEACH
THEE IN THE WAY WHICH THOU SHALT GO: I WILL
GUIDE THEE WITH MINE EYE.,”



HOW ON EARTH CAN GOD GUIDE US WITH HIS
EYE?

HE DID IT FOR PETER, WHEN HE WAS WARMING
HIS HANDS AT THE WORLD’S FIRE, GETTING
DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO A SITUATION TOO BIG
FOR HIM TO HANDLE, DENYING HIS LORD,
CURSING AND SWEARING. AT THAT CRUCIAL
MOMENT THE LORD TURNED AND LOOKED ON
PETER.

THAT’S ALL IT WAS, A LOOK. HE DID NOT SPEAK
TO HIM, SIMPLY GUIDED HIS ERRING DISCIPLE
WITH HIS EYE:

“REMEMBER, PETER! REMEMBER! SATAN HATH
DESIRED TO HAVE YOU BUT I HAVE PRAYED FOR
YOU.” [LUKE 22:31]

YOU’RE IN THE WRONG PLACE, PETER; YOU’RE
WITH THE WRONG PEOPLE.” IT WAS ALL THAT
PETER NEEDED.

IF THE LORD IS TO GUIDE US WITH HIS EYE, IT
MEANS THAT WE MUST STAY CLOSE TO HIM.

IF OUR CHILDREN ARE DOING SOMETHING
WRONG AND WE GIVE THEM “THE LOOK”, WE
HAVE TO BE CLOSE TO THEM. WE HAVE TO BE
WITHIN SIGHT OF THEM.

IF WE KEEP OUR EYES ON THE LORD HE WILL
GUIDE US AND MAKE IT PLAIN WHAT HIS WILL
FOR OUR LIVES IS.

[HEBREWS 12:1], “WHEREFORE SEEING WE ALSO



ARE COMPASSED ABOUT WITH SO GREAT A CLOUD
OF WITNESSES, LET US LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT,
AND THE SIN WHICH DOTH SO EASILY BESET US,
AND LET US RUN WITH PATIENCE THE RACE THAT
IS SET BEFORE US,”

WHEN SOMEONE RUNS A RACE THERE IS A
COURSE SET OUT FOR THEM TO FOLLOW
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD BE RUNNING
ANYWHERE. IT IS THE SAME FOR US, GOD HAS
SET OUT A COURSE FOR EACH ONE OF US.

[EPHESIANS 2:10], “ FOR WE ARE HIS
WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS UNTO
GOOD WORKS, WHICH GOD HATH ORDAINED THAT
WE SHOULD WALK IN THEM”

THIS IS AN AMAZING STATEMENT. IT MEANS THAT
GOD HAS A PLAN FOR QUR LIVES AND THAT WE
SHOULD WALK IN HIS WILL AND FULFIL HIS PLAN.

PAUL IS NOT TALKING ABOUT AN IMPERSONAL
FATE THAT CONTROLS YOUR LIFE NO MATTER
WHAT YOU MIGHT DO.

HE IS TALKING ABOUT THE GRACIOUS PLAN OF A
LOVING HEAVENLY FATHER.

GOOD WORKS ARE A PART OF GOD’S PLAN. THEY
ARE NOT THE PRICE OF SALVATION BUT THE
PROOF.

THE BELIEVER IS NOT SAVED AS A RESULT OF
GOOD WORKS:;




GOOD WORKS ARE A RESULT OF THEIR
SALVATION.

THEY ARE A RESULT OF GOD’S WORKING IN THE
BELIEVERS HEART.

THEY ARE THE EVIDENCE THAT HE IS ALIVE FROM
THE DEAD. THEY ARE PROOF OF THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BELIEVER AND THE
SAVIOUR.

II. GOD DESIRES US TO KNOW HIS WILL FOR
OUR LIVES

[EPHESIANS 5:17], “WHEREFORE BE YE NOT UNWISE,
BUT UNDERSTAND WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS
FAILURE TO DO WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT SAYS IS
THE HEIGHT OF FOLLY.”

THE GREEK WORD FOR UNWISE IS AF-RONE AND
ITS DEFINITION IS MINDLESS, THAT IS, STUPID, (BY
IMPLICATION) IGNORANT, (SPECIFICALLY)
EGOTISTIC, (PRACTICALLY) RASH, OR (MORALLY)
UNBELIEVING: - FOOL (-ISH), UNWISE.

JOHN PHILLIPS SAID, “SURELY IT IS THE HEIGHT
OF STUPIDITY TO HAVE IN ONE’S HAND THE VERY
WORD OF THE LIVING GOD - INBREATHED BY THE
OMNISCIENT, ALL WISE CREATOR OF THE
UNIVERSE — AND NEGLECT TO READ IT, STUDY IT,
MEMORIZE IT, AND OBEY IT.”

THERE IS NO WISER, NO MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE
BEING IN THE UNIVERSE THAN THE AUTHOR OF
THE BIBLE.




THERE IS NO MORE PATIENT TEACHER THAN THE
HOLY SPIRIT.

THERE IS NO GREATER BOOK THAN THE BIBLE.

THERE IS NO GREATER PRIVILEGE THIS SIDE OF
HEAVEN THAN TO HAVE A COPY OF THE INSPIRED
WORD OF GOD. YET WE OFTEN LET IT GATHER
DUST.

NO WONDER THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID, “DON’T BE
UNWISE (IGNORANT, STUPID) BUT UNDERSTAND
WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS.”

UNDERSTAND, ‘SUNIEMI’” HERE SUGGESTS THAT
WE USE OUR MINDS TO DISCOVER AND DO THE
WILL OF GOD.

IT SEEMS THAT MANY CHRISTIANS HAVE THE
IDEA THAT DISCOVERING GOD’S WILL IS A
MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE THAT RULES OUT CLEAR
THINKING. BUT THIS IS WRONG... AND DANGEROUS.

WE DISCOVER THE WILL OF GOD AS HE
TRANSFORMS THE MIND

[ROMANS 12:1-2], “I BESEECH YOU THEREFORE,
BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, THAT YE
PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY,
ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, WHICH 1S YOUR
REASONABLE SERVICE. [2] AND BE NOT
CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD: BUT BE YE
TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND,
THAT YE MAY PROVE WHAT IS THAT GOOD, AND
ACCEPTABLE, AND PERFECT, WILL OF GOD.”



THIS TRANSFORMATION IS THE RESULT OF THE
WORD OF GOD, PRAYER, MEDITATION, AND
WORSHIP. IF GOD GAVE YOU A MIND, THEN HE
EXPECTS YOU TO USE IT.

THIS MEANS THAT LEARNING HIS WILL INVOLVES
“SUM” GATHERING FACTS, EXAMINING THEM AND
PRAYING FOR HIS WISDOM [JAMES 1:5]

GOD DOES NOT WANT US SIMPLY TO KNOW HIS
WILL; HE WANTS US TO UNDERSTAND HIS WILL.

IF GOD SAVED US, THEN HE HAS A PURPOSE FOR
OUR LIVES, AND WE SHOULD DISCOVER THAT
PURPOSE AND THEN GUIDE OUR LIVES
ACCORDINGLY.

HE REVEALS HIS PLAN THROUGH HIS WORD
[COL 1:9-10], HIS SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS [COL 3:15]
AND THE WORKING OF CIRCUMSTANCES

[ROM 8:28].

THE CHRISTIAN CAN WALK CAREFULLY AND
ACCURATELY BECAUSE HE KNOWS WHAT GOD
WANTS HIM TO DO.

LIKE A BUILDER FOLLOWING THE BLUEPRINTS,
HE DOES WHAT THE ARCHITECT PLANNED.

IHI. GOD’S WILL IS CONTINUOUS.

[ISAIAH 58:11], “AND THE LORD SHALL GUIDE THEE
CONTINUALLY, AND SATISFY THY SOUL IN
DROUGHT, AND MAKE FAT THY BONES: AND THOU
SHALT BE LIKE A WATERED GARDEN, AND LIKE A
SPRING OF WATER, WHOSE WATERS FAIL NOT”.



IT DOES NOT BEGIN WHEN WE REACH A CERTAIN
AGE, NEITHER DOES IT STOP WHEN WE REACH A
DIFFERENT AGE. GOD HAS A WILL FOR CHILDREN,
YOUNG PEOPLE, ADULTS AND OLDER MORE
MATURE PEOPLE.

[JOHN 16:13], “HOWBEIT WHEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF
TRUTH, IS COME, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL
TRUTH: FOR HE SHALL NOT SPEAK OF HIMSELF;
BUT WHATSOEVER HE SHALL HEAR, THAT SHALL HE
SPEAK: AND HE WILL SHEW YOU THINGS TO COME.”

WE DON’T KNOW IT ALL. WE ARE TO KEEP
GROWING IN GRACE AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF
HIM.

HOW CAN WE DO IT? JUST READING THE BIBLE IS
NOT THE COMPLETE ANSWER; THE HOLY SPIRIT
MUST BE OUR TEACHER AS WE READ.

THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. HE
WILL LEAD AND GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH.

HE GUIDED THE APOSTLES JUST AS THE LORD
SAID HE WOULD, AND WE FIND THESE TRUTHS IN
THE EPISTLES.

THE SPIRIT OF GOD CAME TO THESE MEN AT
PENTECOST, AND HE GUIDED THEM IN THE TRUTH
BOTH IN THEIR PREACHING AND IN THEIR
WRITING.

WE CAN SEE HOW THIS WAS FULFILLED IN THE
APOSTLES.




THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS BEEN TO
COMPLETE THE TEACHING OF THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST.

THE EPISTLES GLORIFY CHRIST AND SHOW HIM
AS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.

THEY SPEAK OF HIS COMING AGAIN TO
ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM.

THE EPISTLES ARE THE UNFOLDING OF THE
PERSON AND MINISTRY OF CHRIST.

THEY ALSO TELL OF THINGS TO COME AND
CERTAINLY THE BOOK OF REVELATION DOES
THIS.

NOTICE THE SEVEN STEPS THAT ARE HERE:

(1) THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH,
HAS COME;

(2) HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH;

(3) HE WILL NOT SPEAK OF HIMSELF;

(4) HE SHALL SPEAK WHATSOEVER HE SHALL
HEAR;

(5) HE WILL SHOW YOU THINGS TO COME;

(6) HE SHALL GLORIFY JESUS; AND

(7) HE SHALL RECEIVE OF MINE AND SHOW IT
UNTO YOU.
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IV. GOD’S WILL IS SPECIFIC

[ISATIAH 30:21], “AND THINE EARS SHALL HEAR A
WORD BEHIND THEE, SAYING, THIS IS THE WAY,
WALK YE IN IT, WHEN YE TURN TO THE RIGHT
HAND, AND WHEN YE TURN TO THE LEFT.”

IN ORDER TO BE IN THE WILL OF GOD, I HAVE TO
FIND AND KNOW THE WILL OF GOD...AND THE
ONLY WAY TO FIND AND KNOW IT IS GOD’S WAY IS:

[PROVERBS 3:5-6], “TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL
THINE HEART; AND LEAN NOT UNTO THINE OWN
UNDERSTANDING. [6] IN ALL THY WAYS
ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, AND HE SHALL DIRECT THY
PATHS.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO TRUST GOD ENTIRELY?

TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS LORDSHIP IN EVERY AREA
OF MY LIFE.

GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR YOU BUT IT WILL
BE IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND IF YOU ARE HARBOURING
SIN, AND LIVING IN REBELLION IN A CERTAIN
AREA OF YOUR LIFE.

THIS MEANS WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE HIS
LORDSHIP OVER EVERY AREA OF OUR
LIVES...NOT TALKING ABOUT SINLESS
PERFECTION/NOT SAYING WE’LL NEVER STUMBLE
AND FALL...
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GOD REVEALS HIS WILL FOR US WHEN HE KNOWS
THAT WE ARE READY AND WILLING TO OBEY!

WHY SHOULD GOD DIRECT YOUR PATHS WHEN
YOU’VE PURPOSEFULLY AVOIDED DOING WHAT
HE’S TOLD YOU TO ALREADY...

SO TO TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR
HEART MEANS TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIM AS LORD
OF EVERY AREA OF YOUR LIFE. ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT GOD’S WILL IS THE BEST WAY.

GOD’S WILL IS BEST!

HERE’S HOW GEORGE MULLER SET OUT TO
ASCERTAIN THE WILL OF GOD ON A DAILY BASIS:

I SEEK AT THE BEGINNING TO GET MY HEART
INTO SUCH A STATE THAT IT HAS NO WILL OF ITS
OWN IN REGARD TO A GIVEN MATTER.

NINE-TENTHS OF THE TROUBLE WITH PEOPLE
GENERALLY IS JUST HERE. NINE-TENTHS OF THE
DIFFICULTIES ARE OVER COME WHEN OUR
HEARTS ARE READY TO DO THE LORD’S WILL,
WHATEVER IT MAY BE.

WHEN ONE IS TRULY IN THIS STATE, IT IS USUALLY
BUT A LITTLE WAY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF
WHAT HIS WILL IS.

HAVING DONE THIS, I DO NOT LEAVE THE RESULT
TO FEELING OR SIMPLE IMPRESSION. IF SO, I
MAKE MYSELF LIABLE TO GREAT DELUSIONS.

I SEEK THE WILL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD
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THROUGH, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, THE
WORD OF GOD.

THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD MUST BE COMBINED.

IF I LOOK TO THE SPIRIT ALONE WITHOUT THE
WORD, I LAY MYSELF OPEN TO GREAT DELUSIONS
ALSO.

IF THE HOLY GHOST GUIDES US AT ALL, HE WILL
DO IT ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES AND
NEVER CONTRARY TO THEM.

NEXT I TAKE INTO ACCOUNT PROVIDENTIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES. THESE OFTEN PLAINLY
INDICATE GOD’S WILL IN CONNECTION WITH HIS
WORD AND SPIRIT.

I ASK GOD IN PRAYER TO REVEAL HIS WILL TO ME
ARIGHT.

THUS, THROUGH PRAYER TO GOD, THE STUDY OF
THE WORD, AND REFLECTION, I COME TO A
DELIBERATE JUDGMENT ACCORDING TO THE
BEST OF MY ABILITY AND KNOWLEDGE, AND IF MY
MIND IS THUS AT PEACE, AND CONTINUES SO
AFTER TWO OR THREE MORE PETITIONS, I
PROCEED ACCORDINGLY.

IN TRIVIAL MATTERS, AND IN TRANSACTIONS
INVOLVING MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES, I HAVE
FOUND 7HIS METHOD ALWAYS EFFECTIVE.
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CONCLUSION

CHRIST TAUGHT US THAT KNOWING GOD’S WILL
AND LIVING IN OBEDIENCE TO THAT WILL IS THE

KEYTOIT ALL!

GOD IS THE POTTER; WE ARE THE CLAY. GOD
KEEPS US SPINNING ON HIS POTTER’S WHEEL,
SHAPING AND RESHAPING US AS HE BATHES OUR
LIVES IN TEARS TO MAKE US MORE CHRIST-LIKE
SO HE CAN USE US FOR HIS WILL.

SURRENDER DAILY. KEEP YOUR CLAY MOIST
THROUGH DAILY PRAYER - PRAYER THAT’S IN
ACCORDANCE TO HIS WILL.

I DON’T KNOW ABOUT YOU, BUT I AM GOING TO
DO THE WILL OF GOD. BUT BEFORE I CAN DO HIS
WILL, I MUST KNOW HIS WILL.

A. IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT WE PREACH THE
GOSPEL.

1. THE GOSPEL IS THAT HE DIED ACCORDING TO
THE SCRIPTURE.

2. THE GOSPEL IS THAT HE WAS BURIED
ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE.

3. THE GOSPEL IS THAT HE ROSE ACCORDING TO
THE SCRIPTURE...



